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Using bananas to raise East African
small-holder farmer incomes
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THE APRIL 2007 CHALLENGE

g% &

H%w can we use bariéné to

raise 4.5million East African
smallholder farmers’
incomes above $100 per
year?




SOME CONTEXT

East African countries: 15% of global production,
<1% exported

Locals eat up to 300kg each per year,
representing ~30% of daily calories

Small crop sizes and little-to-no input use drives
yields down to 20% of potential

Apart from beer bananas in Rwanda and Burundi,
< 10% of fruit is processed

. Fresh bananas must be consumed within 30-40

days from harvest.
Road transport time from Kigali to
Mombassa or Dar es Salaam:
20 days




4.5 MILLION FARMERS EACH EARNING AN AVERAGE
OF $110 A YEAR FROM BANANAS: 20-70% OF ANNUAL INCOME

Uganda

Fwanda

Burundi

Avg income from

bananas per
smallholder

US$hear

Contribution from \
bananas to total
smallholder income”
Fercent

Uganda

Rwanda

Burundi

67 |

136

Kenya

Tanzania

Mozambique

110

* pverage of banana smallholders

Source: Baseline soumes (see hibliography); FAO; Literature search; Interview list A; Team analysis
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BANANA VALUE CHAIN

¥ What g

prevents i Fresh banana Value addition \ Processed
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:mallholders sales and processing / sales
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BANANA VALUE CHAIN
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