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Banana & Plantain Production in West and
central Africa : 11 millions tons/year
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Plantain, the best cooking banana in
West and Central Africa

before
the beginning of the climacteric crisis
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Research : Knowledge acquisition on BAP value
chain

Present
situation, 2008
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Harvest: fully green mature stage (ripeness of one finger on the first hand of the
bunch)

e Bunches dehanded - fruits from 2" & 3rd hands randomly selected - stored (23 C -
26 C) for ripening follow up !

'Rip.ening stages considered

dark green
(ST1)

more yellow than green
(STH)

palerﬁreen with yellow tips yellow with black spots
(ST3) (ST7)
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Musa

Table 1: Some results of the Musa germplasm screening for carotenoids

French sombre

Batard

Topala

Pelipita

Manamed red

Grande naine

29530

20.38

20.86

10.39

48.67

0.46

0.17

0.47

0.86

0.49

291 0.01

#  § %&

RHS 9/2 - 1355U

RHS 9/2 - 1355U

RHS 9/2 - 1355U

RHS 9/3 - 7507U

RHS 9 - 137U

RHS 5/3 - 7401U

#

i

-y

98

85

87

140

80

78
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